
When I was eighteen I wanted to … to play football for Scotland.

The greatest scientific advance of the last 50 years … is the way biology is becoming a molecular
science (chemistry).

My favorite piece of research is … the elucidation of the DNA double helix (1953). When I am in
Cambridge I always try to get to “The Eagle” pub where Watson and Crick rushed in and shouted that
they had found the secret of life.

The three qualities that make a good scientist are … intellectual versatility, talented co-workers, and
maintaining funding.

If I could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be … Charles Darwin, Sir
Robert Robinson (British organic chemist, Nobel prize 1947), and Henri Moissan (French scientist who
isolated elemental fluorine, Nobel prize 1906).

And I would ask them … “Did you have any idea how far reaching your insights would be?” I expect
the answers would be “Oh God!”, “Yes”, and “No”, in that order.

My biggest inspiration is … successful colleagues and students. I enjoy observing how they develop
their science, motivate themselves, the passion they exude, and how they tick. There are many ways to
succeed and I try to learn from them all the time. Watching Sir Alex Ferguson, the manager of
Manchester United, is also an inspiration.

The secret of being a successful scientist is … to create and sustain an enthusiastic laboratory, to recruit
young talented scientists and allow them freedom to express themselves technically and intellectually
against an awareness of the international standard. To me it is like football; the team can achieve
moments of unexpected creativity if they are skilled, empowered and have a passion to win.
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